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A Protective Order is an Order Granted by the Court that Prohibits 
Contact by One Party with Another Person. 

 
 
 

Please mark and initial one of the following so the clerk may give you the appropriate forms: 
 
 
 

________  ORDER OF PROTECTION  
 
An Order of Protection is used for a "family" relationship between you and the Defendant. To obtain an Order of 
Protection one of the following must apply:  
 

• Married now or in the past.  
 

• Live together now or lived together in the past.  
 

• Parent of a child in common.  
 

• One of you is pregnant by the other.  
 

• You are a relative (parent, in-law, brother, sister, or grandparent).  
 

• Current or previous romantic or sexual relationship. Also, you must state how an act of domestic 
violence was threatened or committed against you within the last year.  

 
 
 
 
________  INJUNCTION AGAINST HARASSMENT  
 
An Injunction against Harassment may be filed if you do not meet the relationship criteria for an Order of 
Protection. This includes neighbors, friends, acquaintances, tenants, schoolmates, or a boyfriend/girlfriend who 
you never lived with.  
 
 
 
 
________  INJUNCTION AGAINST WORKPLACE HARASSMENT  
 
An Injunction against Workplace Harassment may be filed if you are being harassed at work, your employer or 
authorized agent of the employer can file for an Injunction Against Workplace Harassment on their own behalf. 
An Injunction against Workplace Harassment is a court order that prohibits the offender from having contact 
with the employer or employees, or from coming near the employer’s property. The Injunction against 
Workplace Harassment enables your employer to get their own injunction against your abuser.  
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HELPFUL INFORMATION REGARDING PROTECTIVE ORDERS 
 
 
 
There are two types of Protection Orders: an Order of Protection and an Injunction Against Harassment. Both 
types are initiated by filing a petition with the court.  
 
Court staff will provide the appropriate petition forms at no charge.  
 
The person filing the Petition is called the PLAINTIFF. The person against whom the order is requested is 
called the DEFENDANT.  
 
There is no fee to file a Petition for an Order of Protection or an Injunction Prohibiting Harassment.  
 
The Petition forms are filled out and given to the Court staff. The plaintiff will wait in the lobby while the judge 
reviews the petition. The Judge will determine whether or not a hearing is going to be held.  
 
If the judge grants the Petition and issues an Order of Protection or an Injunction Against Harassment, the 
Order will be effective when the defendant is served with a copy of the Order. There are fees to serve the 
defendant only for Injunctions Against Harassment when there was not a relationship between the parties. The 
judge may waive or defer these fees.  
 
The Order must be served within one year of issuance and is valid for one year from the date the defendant is 
served a copy of the Order.  
 
 
 

 
 

• When filing emergency documents in the Court please be 
prepared to wait, this is a lengthy process.  

 
• The Court asks that you do not bring children, they are not 

allowed in the Courtroom. 
 

• If you come later than 3:00 p.m., the Court may not 
complete the processing of your emergency request, 
therefore you may need to return the next business day. 

 


